
I attended the 2009 American Legion Riders Romp, hosted by Willard Ohio Post 514 

July 17 - 19, 2009. Approximately 400 American Legion Riders from 16 states attended.  

(as near as I could tell, I was the only one from NC in attendance) Many of us stayed in 

hotels in the local area and camping was available in a wooded area adjacent to the Post. 

 

Willard was a 10 and a half hour ride from Raleigh and I was luckily treated to great 

weather on the way.  Fridayôs activities included trips to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 

and the Football Hall of Fame.  Post 514 served a steak dinner at the Post and live enter-

tainment and camaraderie followed. 

 

Saturday started with a great breakfast at the Post and was followed by a business meet-

ing presided over by the founding fathers of the American Legion Riders.  There were 

three officers from National in attendance.  They made a variety of announcements con-

cerning the growth of the ALR (1,000 Chapters!!!!) and the Legacy run.  They also set 

Milwaukee Wisconsin as the Romp site for 2010.  It will be held on August 27 to 29, 

2010.  That is the weekend before the National Convention which will also be held in 

Milwaukee and the endpoint of the Legacy Ride so there should be a good crowd.   

 

I dropped a card in the hat representing North Carolina for us to be drawn as one of the 

four states to assist in presenting the ALR wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 

during Rolling Thunder 2010. 

 

After the business meeting, pictures were taken and we formed into a parade and rode 

through downtown Willard to a fairly sizeable crowd of residents waiving flags. 

 

Two poker runs were scheduled for Saturday afternoon.  One headed South and the sec-

ond (that I participated in) headed North.  We visited five Legion Posts and a state park 

on Lake Erie.  Temperatures in the high 60s made it a great day for riding. 

 

Dinner was  a hog roast at the Post followed by drawings, door prizes and more live en-

tertainment. 

 

In short, this was as well organized an event as I have attended and a hell of a lot of fun.  

I hope we can get a large contingent from North Carolina to attend in 2010. 

 

Marc 



           Welcome sign 

     Volunteers greeting arriving Riders 


